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LOCAL LIFE

11 News The London llelicopter
launches sightseeing tours of the capital
and Rosebery’s auctioneers breaks a record

13 Arena Theatre Local comes to
Peckham, A Crisis of Brilliance comes
to Dulwich Picture Gallery and more

15 Jenny Eclair South London comes
of age, and my are we spoilt for cafes,
culture and cool pop-up events

16 Outdoor adventures There’s
a whole lot of fun to be had out there
this summer, we round up the events
vou don’t want to miss...

19 History Aninsight into the
campaign to unveil Peckham Rye
Station’s forgotten Victorian beauty

HOMES

Mid century modern Retro meets
modern at this fabulous, newly developed
Crystal Palace family home

29 Swmmer flush Matthew Wilson
on keeping your garden bright and fresh
throughout the summer

GOURMET

37 Tom Parker Bowles Gives in to
tapas temptation and seeks out the best,
including south London’s Brindisa

39 Food news 1 scream for ice cream!

As well as the latest news on street food,

top takeaways and gluten-free bakes résident
PROPERTY

41 Under review Dince on the terrace - - = .

at The Lido Cafe and sample some fa== —

summer ales at The Great Exhibition

FASHION & BEAUTY

43 What’s hot Three beautiful beach

bags, maxi dresses to wow and high-

summer essentials you'll love

44 Beach beautiful Fabulous bikinis Sty g T Ao
and sexy swimwear by the latest must- Aoy :

have beachwear brand, Paolita

67 Agent speaks James Hall of
47 Luxe looks Neon nails, sassy, Fish Need Water on the local market
summer-wave hair and more

&1 Property of the month A fab

KID S refurbished house in Honor Oak
A8 Mini Resident Kids Week comes 87 Agency news Agencies lend their
to theatreland, summer dance classes support to local festivals and more

and a London landmark chocolate kit!

livingsouthresident.co.uk 7



\

IR

Funky & bO

Crystal Palace resident and entreprencur Claire Hunte built a house in her garden.
Paige Cowan-Hall quizzes her on a new-found penchant for property development

ike its varied population,
London architecture is a
collision of contrasting yet
complementing cultures
and eras. Old meets new
meets mid century... And then there are
the listed buildings, where maintaining
the original fabric and features
of the building is key.

Crystal Palace husband-and-wife
team Claire Hunte and Lindsay Gibbons
are becoming well versed in the varying
property styles of the area. Since having
to make the most of their first one-
bedroom flat in Catford 11 years ago
— which set the ball rolling for a career
in interior design and property
development — the pair have taken
the idea of cool, contemporary, yet
functional, family living to a new level.

Most recently the couple finished
a three-storey family home in the back
garden of their 1960s townhouse in
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Crystal Palace, which they have labelled
their ‘garden house’. Although, as
Claire points out, they were ‘bound by
Croydon Council to build a property in
keeping with the prominent architecture
of the street’, they completely

The open and bright
design of the house was
about more than style,
it was about suiting
modern day family life

reconfigured the inside. Indeed, from
the outside the garden house looks just
like any other building on the street,
yet the inside is another matter.

Claire and Lindsay’s goal was to
create a modern yet warm, welcoming
living space, a London townhouse that

suits the needs and desires of the every
day family. Instead, of the closed and
separated rooms that are characteristic
of 60s townhouse architecture, the
couple have opened up the entire
downstairs floor into one large, bright
family room. As the mother of two
pointed out, the open, bright design

of the house was about more than style,
it was about suiting modern day family
life where multi-tasking is essential.

‘It really does allow us to live that
kind of life,” said Claire. “The kids are
playing outside in the garden and
Lindsay and I can watch them from the
kitchen while we’re chopping away,
through those huge bi-fold doors.”

The couple have pushed the
boundaries environmentally as well,
trying to be as ‘conscientious’ as
possible and insulating every nook and
cranny of the draughty townhouse.
Claire even managed to make recycling



P HOMES

Retro meets
contemporary:
The lounge
channels a
midcentury vibe
while the splashes
of colour in the
kitchen and
bathrooms suit a
vibrant family life

an asset to interior design, using old
birthday presents as accessories. Getting
the whole family invovled, she even had
their four-year-old son scribble his name
on old pictures to give them an ‘artisan”
quality. The couple’s eclectic taste can
be seen everywhere - from the orange
flooring in the kitchen (which initially
elicited quite an adverse reaction from
friends and family, but they have since
revised their opinions to ‘that’s kind of
fabulous’), to the Art Deco mirrors from
Crystal Palace Antiques & Modern, their
house is an amalgamation of modern
concerns and stylish personality. e
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Make the most
of light and space
with white walls
and mirrored
surfaces, warmed
with splashes of
vibrant colour

The couple also run the website
livingfunky.co.uk, which specialises
in made-to-measure blinds that come in
an array of colours, prints and fabrics.
This helps explain the flashes of colour
threaded throughout the house. As Claire
informs me, it’s the small touches that
allow her to create warm modern homes
without them feeling sterile or brash.

Indeed, the couple love the new
family home they have created so much
that they have moved into it until their
next renovation project is complete.

With Lindsay’s background in
property and plastering and Claire’s
in fashion, it seemed almost inevitable
that when the two met 12 years ago
they were destined for a career in
property development — especially when
they got their mitts on that somewhat
shabby flat in Catford. And the time
Claire spent organising rather than
designing while working in the fashion
industry made her realise how much
she missed being creative. In light
of this revelation, the pair ‘took a

-

Jomuy uLed Aq soroyd

sledgehammer”’ to the flat, and so began
a passion for putting their own stamp
on properties.

The couple have already bought
another property, a two-storey three-
bedroom mid-century modern semi
that they intend to transform into a
contemporary five-bedroom home. If the
garden house is anything to go by, with
splashes of colours decorating the white
walls like paint on a canvas, their new
property will be a timeless masterpiece.
<% livingfunky.co.uk

Get the look

Combine modern and retro touches with splashes
of colour for a home bursting with character

Leaf embroidered cushion, £17
isme.com

Floral cushion, £6.50
Wilkinson, The Blenhiem Centre, Penge High
Street SE20 8RW; 020 8659 3939; wilko.com

Jean Arc Light, £179
livingitup.co.uk; 0116 269 5960

Glove Corner Sofa, £1325
deluxdeco.co.uk; 0845 1283 456 :

Eames DSR chairs, £217 each
johnlewis.com

1960s Rosewood Sideboard, £1450
theoldcinema.co.uk; 020 8995 4166
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